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Old markers are  not  “recycled”  

into new markers.

What marker  recycl ing programs   cal l

recycl ing is  actual ly  incinerat ion,  or

burning the markers for  energy.

Burning p last ics creates  

toxic  ash and re leases toxic  

chemicals  into the environment.

A t iny  fract ion of  p last ics produced

can technical ly  be down -cycled into

lesser  p last ics,  but  due to  a l l  of  the

new chemicals  added,  the  

downcycled product  is  

l ikely  to  be more toxic  than 

the or ig inal  p last ic .

W H Y  N O T  " R E C Y C L E "  O L D  P E N S  A N D

M A R K E R S ?



Even if  there were thousands and

thousands of  recycl ing programs

running around the c lock a l l  around the

world  to  col lect  and incinerate used

plast ic  markers,  i t  couldn’t  keep pace

with a l l  of  the markers being produced.

Not even c lose!  

The only  reason for  marker  recycl ing

programs:

Make people feel  good about buying

more markers,  so the companies can

keep profit ing from the sales of  their

dangerously pol luting products.



Markers are  d isposable  p last ics.

Many hundreds of  mi l l ions of  tons of

plast ics a l ready pol lute a l l  of  the

world 's  water :  oceans,  lakes,  

streams,  c louds,  ra in ,  snow and ice.  

P last ic  pol lutes the p lanet’s  soi l ,  

and t iny  fragments of  p last ics cal led

nano-plast ics,   f loat  in  the a i r  a l l  

around the wor ld .

P last ic  is  a  mater ia l  that  should  be

manufactured and used with  care and

planning,  to  protect  human health  and

prevent  environmental  contaminat ion.

Plast ic  should  not  be used for

disposable  products l ike  markers.

W H A T ' S  W R O N G  W I T H  P L A S T I C

M A R K E R S ?



Ask grandparent-aged people.

Most g randparent/great-grandparent

aged people  grew up without  p last ic

markers,  or  real ly  any  d isposable

plast ic  stuff .

There are  p last ic-free ways to  color ,

we've just  become used to  d isposable

plast ic  markers the same way we’ve

gotten used to  other  d isposable  p last ic

products l ike  shopping bags and p last ic

containers. . .

H O W  T O  C O L O R  W I T H O U T  M A R K E R S



Poster  for  a  school  dance

Poster  for  a  bake sale

A drawing

Drawing on your  shoes

Doodl ing

A school  project

Making a  l ist

p.s .  g l i tter  is  shredded plast ic

W H A T  A R E  M A R K E R S  U S E D  F O R ?
 

D O E S  A N Y  O F  I T  J U S T I F Y  T H E

P E R M A N E N T  P O L L U T I O N  C R E A T E D ?



Colored Penci ls

Poster  Paint

Watercolors

Stabi lo  3- in-1 Markers

Chalk

Crayons

It ’s  very  interest ing to  learn  how to

be creat ive,

without  creat ing permanent waste -

You’ l l  start  to  f igure out  solut ions to

al l  sorts  of  d isposable  products.

ALTERNATIVES



Keep them on d isplay.

Use your  box or  bucket  fu l l  of  used

markers as  a  v isual  statement for

why your  c lassroom does not

continue to  purchase more p last ic

markers and pens.

Keeping it  on d isplay  wi l l  help  more

people  learn  what  the problems are

with  d isposable  p last ics,  and

hopeful ly  inspire  them to start  their

own Last  P last ic  Marker  box.

W H A T  S H O U L D  Y O U  D O  W I T H  T H E

C O L L E C T E D  M A R K E R S ?

vis it  wisdomsupply .org/blog-schools  for  more information


